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ination. . . . The Possessed confirms the literary bankruptcy
of the author of Poor Folk"
The magazine The Beam published an article which de-
clared among other things, "If you have patience to read to
the end the work of one of our authors who was once quite
popular, you will, in addition to your anger, experience a
feeling of pity, perhaps even of sadness. You will suffer to see
the fall of an author who is doubtless gifted, the fall of a
man. . . . Yes, whether one wants to or not, one must recog-
nize that with Crime and Punishment we have lost the old
Mr. Dostoevsky. ... At present the critics can only con-
sider him with indifference, contempt or pity.""
The editor of The Russian World was attacked and ridi-
culed in the liberal press because he wrote that The Possessed
ranked "with the most beautiful and brilliant literary pro-
ductions of recent years."
As for Strakhov, he wrote a beautiful letter to Dostoevsky
concerning The Possessed, one which deserves to be quoted.
"In richness and diversity of ideas, you are manifestly the
first writer of Russia. Compared to you, even Tolstoy is
monotonous. . . . And yet you overcomplicate your works.
If the fabric of your novels were simpler, their effect would
be doubly powerful. The Gambler and The Eternal Hus-
band produced a profound impression but the ideas you put
in The Idiot were not completely understood. . . . With
only one-tenth of your talent, a Frenchman or a shrewd
German would have made himself famous in both hemi-
spheres and entered the history of world literature as a star
of the first magnitude."
Dostoevsky recognized his faults and criticized them with
charming humility. "With me, several separate novels are
compressed into one, which as a result lacks harmony and